Lesson Plan
Day 4-The Moon- What is an eclipse? 

Objective(s):     SWBAT understand how an eclipse occurs. 
		    SWBAT identify the two types of eclipses.
		     SWBAT identify vocabulary terms related to eclipses.
Materials: 
· K-W-L chart
· Markers
· “Eclipse” article from Yahoo!Kids  (http://kids.yahoo.com/science/space/article/eclipse )
· Highlighters

Anticipatory Set: Begin this lesson by turning off the lights in the classroom and asking students to think about a time, during the day, where the Earth becomes completely dark for a short period of time? Ask them 
	a). Have you ever witnessed this or just heard about it? 
	b). Do you know what this is called? 

Lesson: 
1. Ask to students to think about what they know about the word eclipse.  Have a K-W-L chart posted somewhere in the classroom that all students can easily view.  Ask students to raise their hands and one at a time, tell the teacher everything they know about eclipses. Fill in the “K” or know portion of the chart. 
2. Next, ask the students what they want to know about eclipses. If the students are having trouble with this, model a question that could be asked such as “When does an eclipse occur?” or “How many types of eclipses are there?” Set a goal of at least 5 questions for the “W” portion of the chart. 
3. Pass out a copy of the article “Eclipse” to each student. Since there is some vocabulary in this article that may be difficult for some readers in your class read the article together.  To add a little excitement to the reading, have students play “popcorn”.  While reading the article, have students highlight any information they feel might be important, as well as any vocabulary words from the unit. 
4. Ask the students what they learned from this article and fill in the “L” portion of the chart. Be sure to see if any of the questions from the “W” column were answered from the reading. Also, be sure to ask students if they developed any new questions from the article.  

Closure: As an exit slip have students write down the two types of eclipses. (Solar and Lunar)

Evaluation of the Student and Lesson: The evaluation of the students will be done based on their answers to questions asked throughout the lesson. (The teacher must be sure to ask inquiry based questions throughout the lesson in order for the evaluation to take place)

Standards: 
Science Standard 1 (i)-Physical Setting, Key Ideas 1; Indicator a:  Students will explain daily, monthly, and seasonal changes on earth.
